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A Pilot Standard National Course Classification
System for Secondary Education presents common
terminology and coding structures for describing
courses offered at the secondary level of education.
The purpose of this taxonomy is to facilitate
communication (electronic and otherwise) between
education agencies and to promote more accurate
and reliable course-related research and reporting.

The course system contains 632 courses in 29
subject areas. Each course in the system has been
assigned a title, a description, and a basic course title
code. The system also suggests a mechanism for
including more detailed information about a course
through the use of seven additional fields (course
level, course credit, course sequence, and four
secondary subject fields).

This document does not contain any actual data,
nor does it reflect any type of Federal data
maintenance mandate.

This resource cannot yet be viewed on line, but
product information is available at:

http://nces.ed.gov/forum/publications.asp



The National Forum on Education Statistics is spon-
sored by the National Center for Education Statistics
of the U.S. Department of Education. Its mission is to
support and improve the collection, reporting, and
use of education data at local, state, and national lev-
els. To access a complete list of Forum resources,
including abstracts and in some cases downloadable
versions, visit the Forum’s web site at
http://nces.ed.gov/forum. Email messages should be
addressed to forum@ed.gov.

Single copies of A Pilot Standard National Course
Classification System can be ordered at 
1-877-4ED-PUBS. Larger orders should be directed
to the U.S. Government Printing Office (GPO # 065-
000-00740-1) at:

https://orders.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/sale/prf/prf.html

or

U.S. Government Printing Office
Superintendent of Documents
P.O. Box 371954
Pittsburgh, PA 15250-7954
(Telephone: 202-512-1800)


